SUMMARY A case of canaliculitis with obstruction of the lacrimal canaliculus and accumulation of conglomerates is described. Pityrosporum pachydermatis was cultured from the conglomerates.
Locatcher-Khorazo and Seegal, 1972; Duke-Eider, 1974) . The fungi have included Aspergillus, Candida, Trichosporon, Scopulariopsis, and Cephalosporium species (Francois, 1968; Locatcher-Khorazo and Seegal, 1972 Tests of assimilation of glucose, maltose, sucrose, lactose, galactose, xylose, trehalose, raffinose inositol melibiose, and cellobiose using the classical Wickerham method (Lodder, 1971) were negative. A weak assimilation of glucose was seen by an auxinographic technique (Huppert et al., 1975; Segal and Ajello, 1976) . Fermentation of glucose, maltose, sucrose, and lactose and the urease test gave negative results. Applying an auxinographic method for nitrogen compounds assimilation revealed the assimilation of ammonium sulphate and not of potassium nitrate. These various morphological and biochemical characteristics were confirmed by the Fungus Diagnostic Branch of the Mycology Division at the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, where the organism was identified as Pityrosporum pachydermatis.
Treatment was initiated with the antifungal agent nystatin, administered as drops (7000 units nystatin/ ml saline), 2 drops 6 times a day for a month, and as an irrigation of the lacrimal pathways twice a week. In addition, the symblepharon was released. After a month of this treatment a cure was obtained.
Discussion
Accumulation of material in the form of conglomerates is found in canaliculitis due to actinomyces (Francois, 1968) . Wolter and Deitz (1963) described A. Romano, E. Segal, and M. Blumenthal a case of dacryocystitis due to Candida albicans with concrement formation in the lacrimal sac. The isolation of Pityrosporum pachydermatis from the conglomerates in the canaliculus of our case raises the possibility that conglomerate formation may be a more general phenomenon in microbial canaliculitis.
Pityrosporum species (P. orbiculare and/or P. ovale) have been associated with ocular disease, specifically seborrhoeic blepharitis, although there is no definite proof of their aetiological role in these diseases (Parunovic and Halde, 1967; Francois, 1968; Locatcher-Khorazo and Seegal, 1972) . The isolation of P. pachydermatis from the conglomerates in our case, and the cure following treatment with a specific antifungal substance, point to the involvement of this organism in the ocular infection.
